considered null and void* It was the duty of the two
Governments to see that each one of these women was
restored to her family. The families should receive them
with open arms. To ostracize them for having fallen
into evil hands was inexcusable cruelty.
25,000 women must have been abducted by at least
an equal number of men. Were they all goondas? Gandhiji
discredited the hypothesis. They were men passing as
good who had disgraced themselves. They had lost their
balance and all sense of propriety. Public opinion had
to be created in favour of restoration. The two Govern-
ments should stake their all on the rescue of these women.
They could ask for the help of other individuals or
organizations. But the task was so big that none but
the Governments could tackle it.
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8-12-'47
A MUSLIM SOCIETY'S WARNING
A Muslim society warns me against accepting any
statement whether from Muslim sources or non-Muslim
ones and entering upon argument. The better course
is to verify them and then act. The society further pro-
ceeds to advise me that I should go to Kathiawad and
see things for myself. This, I have already said, I cannot
do today. I must attend to my duty in Delhi and round
about. These advisers forget, too,, that by the friendly
method I adopted I have a definite withdrawal to the
extent necessary from the very parties who had com-
plained. The moral is that where there is pursuit of
truth for its own sake, the result is always happy as has
been verified in innumerable cases. Patience and per-
severance are essential in any such search.
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